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Mr. Robert Barnett, executive director the American Foundation for the Blind, welcomes 
the participants the opening meeting the four-day Work Session dealing with problems 
the preschool blind child. 


The visiting participants the work session were: California—Margaret Breslauer, Dr. 
Arthur Jampolsky; Canada—Doris Weaver, Jean Whitelaw; District Columbia—Edith 
Baker, Elaine Gerson, Dr. Romaine Mackie; Louise Buck, Miriam 
Norris, Ethel Wright; lowa—Dr. Leinfelder; Massachusetts—Ruth Butler, Jane 
Davis, Dr. Samuel Hayes, Marie Hendricks, Dr. Jane Hallenbeck, Frances Marshall, 
Pauline Moor, Eunice Wilson; Michigan—Dr. Anna Elonen, Geraldine Scholl; Minne- 
sota—Amanda Shepherd; New Jersey—Josephine Taylor; New York—Leah Katz, Ga- 
brielle Lazare, Dr. Kathryn Maxfield, Gertrude Van den Broek; Ohio—Mary Nelson, 
Harriet Totman; Oregon—Mollie Vlasnik; Pennsylvania—Roland Singer; Washington— 
Marion Grew, Dr. Strother. 
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The Roots 


Attitudes Towards the Blind 


JANUARY THIS YEAR, prominent news- 
paper space was given the story 
four-year-old girl Georgia whose parents 
had decide between having the child’s 
eye removed and having her die cancer. 
The story was carried for days end, while 
the parents prayed for guidance making 
their decision. was almost like soap 
opera, with the newspaper accounts all but 
telling buy the paper next day find 
out whether the parents were going let 
her blind dead. long last, the par- 
ents decided leave the matter the 
hands God rather than the hands 
paper and the three following were pre- 
sented the meeting the National Conference 
Social Work, Atlantic City, New Jersey, May 


1951. They are printed received, without 
editorial corrections. 


Miss Sydell Braverman clinical psychologist, 
and co-author with Hector Chevigny the recent 
book, The Adjustment the Blind. 
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surgeons. this point, melodramatic, 
true-to-form soap opera tradition, another 
hospital stepped and arrived the diag- 
nosis something other than cancer. The 
last account, the time this writing, was 
that the child’s sight was improving. 

cite this story because whole constel- 
lation beliefs about blindness and result- 
ing attitudes toward blind people are im- 
plicit it, and because the change 
diagnosis after the parents had made their 
decision must have reinforced some these 
beliefs the minds the newspaper read- 
ers the nation. incident like this 
makes acutely aware the importance 
Mrs. Devereaux’s topic. 

was generally conceded, both 
straight news accounts the incident and 
the man-in-the-street’s responses ques- 
tions roving reporters, that the decision 
which the parents had make—a decision 
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between having their child blind dead 
—was indeed most difficult one. Herein 
see striking demonstration the wide- 
spread existence one the beliefs about 
blindness: that well may fate worse 
than death. not, why the sympathetic 
acceptance the parents’ difficulty ar- 
riving decision? Even more so, why the 
acceptance their decision forego surgi- 
cal treatment? all know how the public 
generally reacts stories children who 
are denied medical surgical care because 
religious other convictions their 
parents. this case, the parents had 
convictions which precluded the surgical 
care; they just didn’t want let their child 
live her life under blindness. And when 
was blindness that was the alternative 
death, society was not aghast the decision 
choose death. Thus, become acutely 
aware the widespread feeling that blind- 
ness very special kind disability 
which may make life unbearable that 
death may preferable it. 

There much incontrovertible evi- 
dence among blind people that they not 
find their handicap completely incapacitat- 
ing, and that they not experience life 
anything like fate worse than death, 
that one the basic characteristics be- 
liefs about blindness becomes immediately 
apparent: these are beliefs which are held 
sighted people about blindness, beliefs 
which people who experience blindness 
not subscribe. Their attitudes stem from 
their beliefs, misconceived these must be, 
and investigate the roots the attitudes 
must look into the sighted man. 
must look into his psychological and emo- 
tional make-up, for the beliefs had been 
held intellectual, rational basis they 
would have been abandoned long ago 
view the overwhelming evidence against 
them. 

The idea looking into the sighted man 
find the bases the blind man’s 


152 


culty becoming integrated into the en- 
vironment not new. was presented 
here least two previous occasions 
members professions other than your 
own, and certainly one which you 
have operated your daily contact with 
the families and friends your blind 
clients. 1949, Dr. Gerhard Schauer 
cussed the “Motivation Attitudes 
wards Blindness” from the point view 
the blind society and society the 
blind could broadened deeply set 
emotional obstacles within the seeing could 
further recognized and accepted.” 
1950, Dr. Joseph Himes discussed “Some 
Conceptions Blindness American Cul- 
ture” from the point view the sociolo- 
gist. Dr. Himes spoke certain cultural 
constructs stereotypes devised facili- 
tate social intercourse. implied, too, 
that these are devised the majority group 
the culture, means dealing with 
minority groups. 

Let stop for moment and examine 
these constructs. speak attitudes 
majority groups toward minority groups 
prejudices—prejudgments. 
group endowed with certain set 
physical, mental, emotional 
characteristics, and each member that 
group prejudged the basis these 
imputations. One need only say 
average group white men, “John Smith 
Negro.” Though John Smith 
known the white men, they immediately 
endow him with whole constellation 
characteristics which far beyond the 
color his skin. Before these men meet 
John Smith, they just know that 
physically strong, mentally subnormal, 
tionally labile and morally loose. Perhaps 
within the group there are other, 
specific, characteristics imputed 
Smith, but the general reaction 
judge the man. The specific 
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imputed vary with the minority group and, 
times, with the culture the majority 
group. Constant for each member every 
minority group, however, the existence 
constellation characteristics which 
prejudged have. venturing out 
his group into the culture around him, 
minority group member better equipped 
make social adjustment knows 
the nature the imputations with which 
going faced. This does not mean 
that must conform the stereotype; 
actually, may venture forth with the ex- 
press purpose trying his share to- 
ward breaking down that stereotype. But 
knowing the nature the beliefs about 
him will prepared for the reactions 
manifested toward him and will able 
equip himself for dealing with them. 

examine attitudes toward blind 
people, find that they, too, are pre- 
judged the four levels human endow- 
ment. the physical level, the blind man 
said incapable doing almost any- 
thing all. Every time blind man walks 
down the street regarded awe. 
The sighted man doesn’t quite believe 
story about blind man who can walk 
across his own living room without upset- 
ting every piece furniture his path. 
And the sighted man sees such thing 
done, conversation piece for all time. 

the mental level, the blind man 
thought have void which directly 
connected with his inability see. The 
sighted man, because his own develop- 
ment has learned test reality through 
vision, assumes that without vision there 
can real grasp reality. sees 
vision the basis imagination that 
visualization and imagination, believes, 
are developed the basis information 
fed the mind through the eyes. can- 
not conceive imagination fed other 
than visual perceptions. acknowledges 
the possibility imagination and 
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visualization fed through other channels, 
exists without the necessary quality 
comparability with what actually seen. 
The next step for him conclude that 
the blind person without understanding, 
since, through imagination, visualization 
and reality testing (all visual him), man 
arrives understanding the world 
about him. Thus, essence, sighted 
man confounds vision with understanding. 
Without imagination, visualization and un- 
derstanding had postulate that there 
exists the mind the blind person 
void. Because this concept the mental 
void, blind child education was thought 
miraculous, and its development was 
seriously impeded. Sighted man could con- 
ceive education the blind only 
terms filling this void with information 
which perceived through his eyes; and 
how this was done, how visual information 
was relayed through the other senses, 
found comprehend. The need 
fill this void with visual information was 
considered basic that was not until 
long after its development that braille was 
taught the schools for the blind. was 
considered lacking reality orientation 
since the dots braille did not convey 
the mind the blind student image 
the characters the alphabet the sighted 
man knew them. shall not into more 
complete discussion the void concept, 
because I’m sure all you here are well 
aware its existence and rather tired 
hearing about repeatedly. Suffice 
say, that even today, the blind man pre- 
judged have either lack understand- 
ing least inadequate understanding 
the world which lives. frequently 
felt that lives world his own.” 
His imagination, has one, cannot pos- 
sibly reality oriented; must pure 
fantasy. 

the emotional level, the blind man, 
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indicated before, thought very 
unhappy. probably can get enjoy- 
ment whatsoever out life. best, his 
life may preferable death only that 
one knows exactly what store for 
when die. Beyond the profound melan- 
choly which must experience constantly 
his deplorable state, said have 
whole set feelings which the sighted 
man cannot possibly comprehend (in spite 
the fact that the sighted man who 
imputes them the blind man.) Later 
will look further into this imputation 
profound sense melancholy plus 
whole host strange emotions. 

Moral characteristics imputed the 
blind vary from culture culture more 
than the characteristics the other 
three levels, but each society has its own 
concepts the moral endowments the 
blind. Where blindness felt severe 
form punishment from high, the blind 
man obviously without proper moral en- 
dowment. The very fact that blind 
shows that has sinned. our own cul- 
ture, the moral characteristics are generally 
more elusive and somewhat varied, but one 
the librarians the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind recently reported that 
since she took her present job friends have 
repeatedly approached her ask the 
blind people she met through her work 
weren’t rather sinister characters. Among 
other groups, though this less usual, the 
blind man endowed with saintly na- 
ture. Whatever moral characteristics are 
imputed him, the blind man must take 
into account the fact that going 
prejudged the moral level and found 
“different.” 

The overwhelming amount evidence 
prove these imputations false has done 
nothing change the situation. What 
more, and what constitutes major differ- 
ence between the blind minority and other 
minorities, the blind man may take 
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these characteristics any time his life. 
need not develop them from infancy; 
the contrary, may have been the exact 
opposite until the day became blind. 
seek the roots these attitudes, then, 
must try find out what there about 
blindness which causes the sighted man 
hold them. Their roots must lie the 
meaning and importance which man 
ascribes sight, for the inability see 
the only common denominator the peo- 
ple whom the characteristics are ascribed. 

our book The Adjustment the 
Blind, Hector Chevigny and present and 
discuss the hypothesis that sighted man’s 
attitudes toward the blind arise from the 
fact that blindness, the thought blind- 
ness, mobilizes sighted man’s castration 
fears. There overwhelming mass 
evidence the dynamics personality 
development, psychopathology and 
mythology support this view. Freud 
termed sight partial instinct sexual 
development; that is, early stage the 
child seeks gratification through looking. 
normal development, the partial instinct 
becomes just one many factors sex- 
ual stimulation, while subsequent grati- 
fication achieved the normal way. 
Where parental objections block the infant 
from obtaining adequate 
through looking, there certain degree 
fixation this stage development, and 
looking comes play more important 
role adult life. those whom parental 
taboos are strong enough force serious 
fixation this stage, later sexual gratifica- 
tion centers almost completely around look- 
ing. this group that find the 
scoptophiliac, the peeping Tom, the people 
whom call perverts. Though there are 
perverts who have fixated other stages 
development, vision the only sensory 
channel which perversions exist, except 
very minor degree touch and 
tion where visual imagery also involved. 
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Because, our society, looking gen- 
erally objected parents, degree 
scoptophilia present most us, 
not scoptophilia then exhibitionism, the 
other side the coin. The pin-up girls, 
chorus lines, beauty salons, magazine mod- 
els, ogling and such, all attest 
this. The sighted man will have castration 
anxiety aroused the blind man the 
degree which looking vital part 
his own sexual apparatus. the average 
man our culture, the sight of, thought 
of, blindness will arouse some degree 
castration anxiety. The true scoptophiliac 
will consider blindness castrating, re- 
moval the genitals. 

look into mythology, find that 
the equating blindness and castration 
not simply product our modern cul- 
ture. the familiar Oedipus legend, the 
hero inflicted blindness himself pun- 
ishment for incestuous relations with his 
mother, though was ignorant their re- 
lationship the time. The various legends 
about the blinding the Greek seer 
Tiresias all connect his blindness with some 
sexual taboo. Subsequent history reveals 
that blinding form punishment in- 
flicted society was also meted out most 
commonly retribution for sins sexual 
nature. Instead actual castration the 
sinner, blinding (symbolic castration), was 
the punishment inflicted. was felt 
the most dire form punishment, that, 
while preserved life, removed all possi- 
bility joy life. 

psychopathology also find evidence 
the tendency equate blindness with 
castration. The most vivid examples this 
are the schizophrenics who seek pluck 
out their eyes for fantasied sexual trans- 
gressions. Less striking, but none-the-less 
conclusive, the more frequent neurotic 
symptomatology involving the eye its 
function sight those who cannot ac- 
cept their sexual impulses and fantasies, 
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who continue feel the need for punish- 
ment for infantile transgressions. 

light this hypothesis, can begin 
see meaning behind some the char- 
acteristics imputed the blind. The pro- 
found disbelief the blind man’s ability 
function the physical level, even after 
proves himself completely capable 
such functioning, longer mysterious. 
potent man, sexual impotence con- 
sidered the most dire fate can suffer. 
The impotent man thought mere 
shell man, devoid not only his sex- 
ual power, but all physical power—be- 
reft all virility. 

the moral level, the castrated man 
portrayed literature sinister char- 
acter, with thoughts and impulses which 
the potent man would never entertain. Re- 
cently, friend who works Bellevue Hos- 
pital’s psychiatric division told that they 
had admitted patient who had castrated 
himself during psychotic episode. the 
day following his admission, some the 
men the staff were discussing the patient 
and their reactions him. They all ad- 
mitted that they had felt strong inner re- 
vulsion, real physical sensation amount- 
ing almost nausea, confronting the 
man. Not one the staff members could 
find any rational basis for his reaction, yet 
they all said they just couldn’t help feeling 
distinctly uncomfortable his presence 
and feeling some emanation baseness 
from the man himself. psychologically 
sound say that both the baseness attrib- 
uted the castrate and their feelings 
revulsion arose out their own castration 
fears evoked the sight him. How simi- 
lar this some the early records 
attitudes toward the blind. was felt that 
contact with blind man would somehow 
transfer his uncleanness the sighted man; 
the blind man, like the leper, was 
thrown coin, but physical contact, and 
sometimes even looking him, were al- 
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most forbidden. Today longer con- 
sider the blind man unclean, tell our- 
selves; but how frequently sighted men 
experience physical sensation amounting 
revulsion contact with blind man, 
and how similar their inability explain 
the inability the Bellevue staff 
explain their reactions the castrated 
patient. 

compare emotions imputed the 
blind with emotions imputed the eunuch, 
find striking similarity. There the 
unsmiling face the eunuch, the host 
feeling which the potent man cannot ex- 
perience and the almost complete lack 
normal effect. The potent man has long 
felt that interpersonal relations with the 
eunuch must different from normal in- 
terpersonal relations because there 
commonality feeling between them. This 
different variety human being, 
man who cannot experience things the way 
others do, who has been deprived all joy 
living, whose emotional reactions are 
different from those normal men that one 
does not quite know how treat him even 
the most casual conversation. How dif- 
ferent this from relations between the 
sighted and the blind? 

intimated above, the imputation 
mental void and restricted intellectual func- 
tioning seems arise from something other 
than the castration anxiety the sighted 
man. Though the castrated man fre- 
quently felt mentally subnormal 
endowed with certain abilities for slyness 
and conniving, the blind also frequently 
are, the mental characteristics imputed 
the blind seem arise more from over- 
estimation the role sight under- 
standing than from the role sight sex. 

general, however, find that most 
the attitudes toward the blind and the 
misconceived beliefs which those atti- 
tudes are based, can understood terms 
the castration hypothesis. Now let 
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look the emotions most commonly ex- 
perienced the sighted man with the 
blind, rather than the emotions attrib- 
uted the blind. return the 
vulsion felt contact with the castrate, 
and the long history withdrawal from 
contact with the blind, begin see the 
development the one feeling most 
quently mentioned attitudes toward the 
blind—pity. How does this pity develop? 
the immediate reaction the castration 
fears evoked the blind man one 
revulsion, the impulse that accompanies 
banish from sight the object which 
caused this reaction. Because such im- 
pulse, such desire, untenable our 
society, experience strong guilt feelings. 
Accompanying these guilt feelings 
anxiety. Because anxiety painful, 
develop ways keeping ourselves from 
feeling and from finding out what un- 
tenable impulse caused it. seeking 
free ourselves from the anxiety aroused 
thoughts blindness, must turn the 
initial feeling revulsion into the accept- 
able feeling pity. this way make 
sort magical gesture “good” emo- 
tion pay for the experiencing 
emotion. often supplement fur- 
ther magical gesture, the form 
check, alms, forcing attentions the ob- 
ject, going great lengths let the person 
know that feel this overwhelming sense 
pity for him. give him money, 
give him food, arrange entertainment 
for him almost compulsive way. 
Kindness, which manifested toward 
the blind man all too infrequently, al- 
most the exact opposite pity, that 
response the reality situation. Out 
kindness comes the kind help 
really need, not the kind help someone 
forces upon place what want. 
easy recognize that what done for 
the blind man out pity not what 
necessarily feels the most important thing 
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that could should done for him. 
Rather, the thing feel compelled 
order cleanse ourselves, absolve 
ourselves from the guilt experience for 
having wished put him out our sight 
and out our minds. ‘Thus, the pity clearly 
arises not response the actual 
culties the man experiences, but out the 
not outward reality, but inward needs. 

all respond warmly expressions 
and acts kindness, unless certain neurotic 
needs make reject all expressions 
warmth. But how respond expres- 
sions pity? Who wants pitied? Pity 
the one doing the pitying. implies that 
are “being felt sorry because are 
not the superior ilk. feel degraded 
pity and almost shout out, pity 
me! you feel kindly toward me, some- 
thing help me, but don’t stand there and 
pity me.” Yet failure the blind man 
express gratitude for acts pity arouses 
utter fury the one doing the pitying. 
That this anger should result not mys- 
terious, that the anxiety cannot al- 
layed until the pity receives expression and 
recognition. 

believe that castration anxiety the 
root the pity felt for the blind, but that 
does not mean that believe have 
eliminate those feelings from the sighted 
population order improve the lot 
the blind population. Much can done, 
and done immediately, the field social 
work for the blind. The many letters re- 
questing donations for one blind-aid agency 
another are carefully designed arouse 
pity. They seek make the reader sorry 
for the blind that will respond with 
big fat check. Perhaps this end justifies the 
means. But the immediate goal raising 
funds more important than the long-term 
goal integration the blind into society? 
so, then let pity aroused. there 
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any hope approaching the long-term 
goal, however, evoking pity means 
collecting funds defeating the purpose. 
Subscribing the public’s feelings pity; 
more than that—seeking evoke those 
feelings where they may not too strong 
—is, effect, subscribing the total con- 
stellation attitudes toward the blind and 
the basic beliefs about blindness. 
encourage people feeling pity, 
encourage them feeling that blind- 
ness fate worse than death, and that 
blind people are bitterly unhappy, and that 
blind people are incapable living inde- 
pendently. certainly cannot change 
conditions overnight, but perhaps 
start now can eventually make the pub- 
lic see that the blind man who given 
the opportunity become rehabilitated 
physically and economically the kind 
man who member the society 
minority group which exists distinct 
unit off corner that society. 

Because professional social workers are 
being given their rightful place work for 
the blind after many years being all but 
banned from the field, feel that the pic- 
ture can take much brighter look 
the future. sure that what Mrs. 
Devereaux has say will make possible 
carry the fight for integration and 
abandon the method helping the blind 
through pity, checks 
proved method sanctioning all the mis- 
begotten beliefs and attitudes which set 
barrier between the blind man and the 
society which strives become 
member. 

This number the Outlook conven- 
tion issue, and since the four papers and 
the report the preschool blind child 
work session filled the magazine, had 
omit article the International 
Council meeting and announcements. 
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Attitudes Toward the Blind 


How can social casework effective their development? 


INDIVIDUALIZATION basic concept 
social casework. Whatever contribution 
social casework can make toward the solu- 
tion the problem ably outlined 
those who have preceded these pro- 
grams, then, must grow out those rela- 
tionships which social caseworkers can es- 
tablish with others—individual indi- 
vidual. trying define some our re- 
sponsibilities developing better attitudes 
toward blind people and blindness, want 
say the outset that not regard 
these the exclusive obligations case- 
workers. this were so, our progress 
this matter would slow indeed, the 
light what social scientists tell the 
roots these attitudes. Our task basic, 
course, since groups and communities 
are made individuals. All social work- 
ers, group work, community organization 
and casework can make vital contribu- 
tions. Other professional groups, however, 
dealing with individuals with groups, 
may well use, many already are, some 
the same techniques which shall here de- 
fine responsibilities for the caseworker. 

all our continuing attempts de- 
fine precisely what happens between case- 
worker and client this particular pro- 
fessional relationship, begin with the 
conviction that each person makes his indi- 
vidual interpretation and use himself 
and his environment. order under- 
stand what these are for any client, must 
draw heavily the social sciences: anthro- 
pology, sociology and psychology, well 


Mrs. Jane Devereaux supervisor the social 
service department the Detroit League for the 
Handicapped, Detroit, Michigan. 
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been especially influential our definition 
the role the caseworker. But when all 
the background material hand, the 
job the caseworker remains: help the 
client make full use all the resources 
his command for the best adjustment 
which may capable. the relation- 
ship between client and caseworker, the 
struggle for adjustment which goes con- 
tinually for all focused prob- 
lem group problems with which the 
client seeking help. That focus helps the 
caseworker diagnosis, since the client’s 
whole personality involved each strug- 
gle with any problem. has the additional 
advantage reminding that within the 
framework the common social welfare, 
the individual has right his own strug- 
gles, successes and mistakes—in other words 
much control his own life may 
possible for him. 

Social casework related the client 
his particular environment. His environ- 
ment made two kinds reality: 
psychic and concrete. Sometimes things 
not seem the same him they seem 
others, the caseworker, for example. 
Sometimes they are the same for all ob- 
servers. But either case they are realities 
for the individual because they seem 
and because his feelings about them moti- 
vate and influence his behavior. follows 
then, that the caseworker agreeing 
work with client problem which 
has designated will involved also 
work with the community and with other 
individuals the community having 
bearing the client’s problem. This 
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particularly true clients who are blind, 
since they are trying cope not only with 
their own psychic and concrete realities, 
but also with those other people who 
fact largely their realities. 

While work with the client indi- 
vidual basis and work with the community 
will simultaneously, since there can 
real separation, want first con- 
sider the client, from him that 
have the first statement the problem. 
says, words which may the truth 
sees it, mask for what dare not 
say, that wants training, job, happy 
marriage “to live like other people”, and 
that hopes the caseworker can help him 
attain his goal. this interview and 
others which may follow, the caseworker 
listens intently not only what being 
said, but also what may underlie the 
telling. Together, step step, client and 
worker explore the possibilities their 
partnership: what known, and what needs 
discovered; what the client will 
and what the caseworker will do; what other 
resources need tapped. The end re- 
sult this the client’s decision 
whether has come the right place 
and whether can get anything out 
this relationship here and now. may get 
what after the one interview; 
may decide that there help here, and 
that must seek elsewhere; may not 
comprehend what help offered, some- 
times for fear involvement, and may 
away, only return later out despera- 
tion, understanding; may decide 
once that through the development 
this relationship there promise ful- 
fillment. What want emphasize here 
that not all people need, want, can use 
social casework. People who are blind are 
exception. this field, should the 
case most areas social casework, 
the client who decides whether use the 
service, directly and personally. Often, 
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course, unwittingly benefiting from 
the efforts caseworkers the enriching 
developing other services which 
may using. 

social casework, have said, 
knowledge the individual basic. How 
has met his difficulties the past? How 
did become the person today? What 
brings him for help this point his 
life? What solution does seek for the 
present problem? How much responsibility 
can take for working the problem? 
How far can this responsibility devel- 
oped? What resources himself and the 
community can used? These and many 
other questions are the mind the case- 
worker the interview progresses. For the 
individual who blind, there the addi- 
tional area explore—the visual handi- 
cap. How much sight there? Has there 
ever been more? When was sight lost? How? 
What the cause the disability? Does 
this have implications for other parts 
the body—and for the future? What effect 
has the visual handicap had normal so- 
cial development childhood, adolescence 
adulthood? need not point out this 
group the ways which the answers 
these and many other questions will 
effect not only the problem which the client 
may facing, but also the direction 
casework treatment. 

Since our first opportunity attack 
current attitudes toward blind people comes 
connection with our work with indi- 
viduals who are blind, want first dis- 
cuss casework this field. May make 
clear the outset conviction that 
look first the individual and then the 
blindness only one factor about him, 
there reason why any agency offering 
casework service cannot serve blind client 
effectively? marital problem, for example, 
far more likely related basic, 
conflicting personality patterns the part- 
ners, than any one single factor, even 
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unexpected blindness which under certain 
circumstances can precipitate crisis. The 
caseworker generalized family service 
agency might well need some consultation 
about special aids used, for example, 
blind housewife, permit her func- 
tioning her usual way about the home. 
However, social work are accustomed 
working with all available resources, 
while maintaining our own relationships 
with the client. Unnecessary specialization 
services blind people, seems me, 
only prolongs our struggle help those 
who are visually handicapped win accept- 
ance individuals. 

The basic responsibility casework with 
the client who blind, suggest, help 
life can be. This involves helping 
him have respect for himself 
own individuality, maintain and/or de- 
velop desire much for himself 
his own way possible, and security 
about his own place the world while 
works toward those goals which are right 
for him. These are not aims which are es- 
sentially different from those which 
hold for all clients. They are only intensi- 
fied work for the blind, perhaps because 
public attitudes make the client’s achieve- 
ments more difficult, and perhaps partly 
too because are eager help the 
client different possible from the 
stereotypes blindness which have al- 
ready discussed. 

Rehabilitation agents, training officers 
and home teachers play big part help- 
ing blind people such matters posture, 
elimination travel and the 
like, either carrying work begun the 
schools classes for the blind, begin- 
ning with the newly blinded adult who 
must start anew. Something the casework 
relationship evident all work this 
sort when effective. this connection, 
specific job the caseworker whether 
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not teaching function attached, 
encourage the use such special aids are 
available, building and/or maintain- 
ing the client’s ego that the aids are im- 
portant and usable. There will always 
“Sloppy Joes” among the blind, among 
the sighted. But any you caseworkers 
will know what mean you have worked 
with any young women either group, and 
have seen the interest hair, clothes and 
make-up the ego becomes strong enough 
believe the possibility love and mar- 
riage, because one not, after all, totally 
unlovable. Our practice full illustra- 
tions what can happen when one be- 
comes aware his own individuality, per- 
haps for the first time. The caseworker 
unique position foster this develop- 
ment within the controlled, professional 
relationship developed with clients. 

There time here into detail 
about the various ways which the case- 
worker can help client understand and 
respect himself and others. This involves 
the individualization which 
been speaking, which mind key 
factor helping modify the stereotypes 
“the blind.” Step step work to- 
ward the development the client’s ability 
carry his own community relations, 
careful never press too far too fast, 
for people’s ability varies, and when these 
approaches are made want reasonable 
chance for success. 

the same time work concurrently 
with others who make the social en- 
vironment our blind clients. help 
individual relationships the way which 
handle referrals people who are 
blind, brought our attention family 
friends. ask such pointed questions 
as: “Does know you have called us? 
expecting see us? What does think 
might able When people ask 
for information about hobbies gifts for 
blind people, relate the inquiry what 
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the individual likes do, and then make 
the connection with special aids which will 
permit him those things possible, 
instead agreeing his being forced into 
some activity just because supposed 
something which “the blind” can do. 
assure families that social agencies are 
not guardians for any mentally competent 
adults, even they happen blind, 
and that know “dumping grounds” 
housing recreation either for those 
who happen blind for those who 
are with sight. 

Thus begins our individualized contact 
with the community. Our clients who are 
blind make their own contacts with the 
community insofar they are able, with 
whatever reinforcement they may need 
from us, just the case with sighted 
clients. report progress and plans 
anyone who, the judgment the client, 
wants and/or needs this. use general 
resources rather than those specifically for 
blind people whenever this indicated. 
carefully refrain from speaking 
blind” class, and speeches tours 
our agencies plan for much illustra- 
tion direct contact with blind people 
will challenge the continuance the stereo- 
type. For see our case case 
practice, not all who are naturally 
kind are self-confident, and sometimes 
nothing preference doing the 
wrong thing and being rebuffed. Simple 
illustrations how help blind person 
—or how not to—especially connected 
with commonplace situation the street 
movie makes sense people. this 
has been clearly related individual dif- 
ferences, people who have had this kind 
interpretation will not too discouraged 
they chance encounter someone whose 
personality (not his blindness) cannot ac- 
cept help graciously. This indeed simple 
way mobilizing some that feeling tor 
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people which sometimes gets smothered 
plain ignorance. 

our own attitudes respect for indi- 
viduals, set the pattern for others. Re- 
spect for the individual shown many 
ways, some which appear like small de- 
tails indeed. Included here are such things 
calling people “Mr.—or Mrs.” instead 
their first names when the relationship 
professional one, with adult. may 
also involve the simple courtesy speaking 
the blind worker the sheltered work- 
shop when there visitor, let him 
know that being observed. may 
blind person about circumstances into 
which otherwise might blunder, with 
resulting embarrassment. 

Most caseworkers carry their jobs 
social agencies, some privately financed, 
others tax supported. the variety agen- 
cies, the numbers people these agen- 
cies reach, see one the greatest hopes 
attacking the basis the current attitudes 
for the blind, individual basis. In- 
creasing emphasis being placed mod- 
ern casework practice the prevention 
individual breakdown, and the develop- 
ment the secure integrated personality. 
This illustrated the growth child 
guidance clinics, the extension the visit- 
ing teacher programs with school social 
workers, and the inclusion counselling 
services enterprises such stores and 
factories. Whatever success these programs 
may have increases our hope that future 
generations will not burdened with the 
fears, hates and prejudices which now beset 
us. Some communities are supplementing 
this case case service with educational 
programs, under the sponsorship Coun- 
cils Social Agencies, aimed school 
children who will agency clients, and 
supporters later on—the citizens the fu- 
The secretary this special division 
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the council Detroit has written 
book attempting simple terms intro- 
duce people and their needs they are 
presented social agencies. This material, 
suitable for presentation social studies 
classes, can supplemented tours 
social agencies the community. Segre- 
gation schools which not absolutely 
necessary should eliminated. This repre- 
sents another approach the attitudes 
young people, who hope will not have 
develop the pre-judgments minority 
groups. 

Another program which makes real con- 
tribution the adjustments individuals 
others, with which caseworkers well 
specialists from other fields are concerned 
illustrated programs education for 
family living. Inclusion emphasis 
the concepts mental hygiene, the 
rights individuals home and commun- 
ity such groups carried clubs, 
schools, churches and Family Service Agen- 
cies emphasize the development the ma- 
ture individual who will not feel the neces- 
sity for prejudice his social relationships. 
For many such groups, information and 
logic fill the voids inexperience and igno- 
rance which have been motivating factors 
bias. Others, showing that deeper mal- 
adjustment which indicates that the group 
experience cannot helpful, can singled 
out for individual service from agencies 
whose existence they might otherwise have 
been unaware. This illustrates quite clearly 
what have already pointed out basic 
function casework—a differential and 
many-sided approach the problem, 
the factors which underlie for any par- 
ticular individual become clear. 

Since the social agency the vehicle, 
were, through which service reaches the 
client, would like here say something 
about the responsibility caseworkers for 
policy social agencies. hoping that 
Mr. Barnett, who has far more experience 
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administration than will make some 
comment about the selection board mem- 
bers, community support, community 
agency policy and its development. share 
Miss Braverman’s feeling that many social 
agencies, not alone the field work for 
the blind, have for years relied pity 
bring the money. While caseworkers 
make policy directly only few settings, 
there are certain obligations which have 
that connection. 

The first, would say, make certain 
that the switchboard operator, the typists, 
the janitor, the executive and the board— 
everyone—knows much about whatever 
problems the individual brings the 
agency will make him intelligent inter- 
preter the agency’s program. This 
truly necessary, whether the program 
one dealing with problem children, family 
breakdown, services blind people. 
Here again perhaps, attitudes, which can 
imitated, casual comments which will 
not violate any client confidences are tell- 
ing supplements whatever formal orien- 
tation training program the agency may 
work out. 

these relationships, the most impor- 
tant, perhaps, the channel which leads 
into the development agency policy de- 
signed meet the needs the 
clients. channel will different, 
depending the agency structure and its 
auspices. always responsibility the 
caseworker see that administration 
knows how policies are affecting clients; 
what the unmet needs are; how effectively 
the agency functioning terms the 
services set offer; how its services 
are tying with those offered other 
agencies. Day day information, even 
when there particular problem, will 
help the executive and/or board help 
that individualized interpretation which 
the basic part the caseworker’s job. 
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When this matter regular practice, 
there less likelihood that board will 
enunciate policies which will limit the ef- 
fectiveness the caseworker’s service. 

There are some points which this close 
understanding between casework staff and 
board are essential for the maintenance 
the client-worker relationship. One these 
the matter publicity. Every agency 
eager keep itself and its program the 
public eye, either attract support 
forestall criticism. Since casework 
agency much the program related 
directly service individuals, the human 
interest story for the newspapers com- 
mon publicity device. This may written, 
presented picture form—such the 
blind man work, with white cane, dark 
glasses guide dog featured prominently. 
caseworkers have long been accused 
being “uncooperative” such projects. 
Incidentally, however, newspapers have 
done little alleviate our feelings be- 
trayal when they spoil otherwise ac- 
ceptable picture story for which the 
client was prepared “tear jerker” 
headline ill-chosen caption. 

have gained our casework skills 
individualizing clients, have also 
gained some balance this matter pub- 
licity. become increasingly aware 
the different ways which people can ex- 
press their reactions and their feelings, 
have learned that many our clients love 
publicity. don’t know why this came 
such surprise, have always known 
that our clients are people, and could 
not well have been unaware the popular- 
ity the tabloids. Perhaps one the 
things which still bothers about the 
whole business that are never pre- 
pared for the request for story. the 
matter public relations becomes more 
basic part our thinking, may have 
that possible story picture mind, and 
able plan for with appropriate 
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individual clients. Only such prepara- 
tion will able sharpen our skills 
selection, evaluate the effect our 
casework treatment and give our execu- 
tives and boards the material they must 
have keep the agency going. certain 
this point that there must some selec- 
tion, and that the client must have some 
sporting blood him gamble results, 
exhibitionist though may be. 

One our clients, blind and hard 
hearing, had such gambling instinct 
when went the Red Cross blood bank 
early this year. had given blood regu- 
larly throughout World War II, and had 
had much publicity this connection, 
which was very proud. Accordingly, 
when our executive passed away, and 
his wife, similarly handicapped, went 
contribute blood her memory. hap- 
pened that this visit coincided with Red 
Cross appeal for additional donors for the 
boys Korea. Two local newspapers fea- 
tured the story, one omitting entirely the 
idea the memorial, both garbling his ad- 
dress and, his words, him 
alleging his residence “street where 
bums live”. was exceedingly angry about 
the whole thing; this instance the ar- 
rangements had been completed the 
man himself through 
operator and the publicity agent for the 
Red Cross. The caseworker felt that the 
whole episode was damaging one who 
was already showing increasingly paranoid 
reactions because his sight and hearing were 
diminishing far more rapidly than real- 
ized. was quite while before was able 
dismiss the episode “propaganda.” 
This illustrates what mean the neces- 
sity for preparing the client for the possi- 
bility that the story may not come out 
anticipated. goes without saying that the 
purpose for the publicity must clearly 
understood the client and the case- 
worker ahead time. 
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This story illustrates something else 
which Miss Braverman’s paper has men- 
tioned. This client’s original publicity came 
out something was doing citizen 
the community, and except for the tim- 
ing connection with the Red Cross ap- 
peal, such would also the case with the 
second story. each case was doing 
something which could do. The stories 
were well handled, without any stuff,” 
but the mere mention the handicaps 
elicited pity, and the publicist sought the 
second story that specific basis, 
sure. Those you who have tried “sell” 
photographer news picture one 
your clients who blind, who looks and 
works like sighted person, for that mat- 
ter crippled person with crutches 
sight, will know the immensity the chal- 
lenge this area. 

The place social casework improv- 
ing public attitudes toward the blind peo- 
ple our communities has been misin- 
terpreted and misunderstood through the 
years. Part this due our difficulty 
defining for ourselves and for others just 
what social casework is. sounds like 
mumbo-jumbo when say means differ- 
ent things different people different 
times different places; sounds like the 
little man who wasn’t there when speak 
relationship which professional, con- 
trolled and yet accepting; sounds like 
red tape and passing the buck when 
speak the function the agency and like 
being hard-boiled when say are ob- 
jective. The truth the matter that some 
all these things may true, since 
social workers are people with human 
frailties, not always disciplined all the 
professional training which now hold 
the best foundation for the truly com- 
petent professional service. 

wish were brilliant enough come 
with definition what feel social 
casework be—not scholarly one, neces- 
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sarily, but one which explains for 
people who need and could use casework 
service. that definition would say that 
even the best social workers have magic 
wand change that which hard, bitter, 
unchangeable from being built through 
the years. have only questing minds, 
and listening hearts look for some the 
answers and help people bear what they 
must. have picks and shovels too, 
work side side with our clients and with 
others who care what happens folks, 
chipping away some the inequities 
which should shame all. 

How these things—the minds, the hearts, 
the picks and shovels—are used depends 
the clients who come One talk- 
ing about his problems uses the trained 
mind see where and 
why, well where going. When 
has again set his course and has some 
plan about how get there, leaves 
us, stronger and better able work with 
others for having worked with us. Another 
not able much anywhere. uses 
has place the world, and that has 
certain capacities which equip him fill 
that place which uniquely his. see 
what people need, work agencies, 
broader community organizations and 
professional associations help make com- 
munities stronger and better 
viduals. 

improving public attitudes toward 
blind people, have great task the 
company interesting people. 
cialists work with human beings any 
capacity share the responsibility for apply- 
ing general principles individuals, one 
one, sighted and blind alike. Perhaps 
there will always pity, partly because 
the psychological motivations the sighted 
which Miss Braverman has discussed, but 
partly also because pity the only human 
reaction for one for whom help comes too 
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late. have far too many these among 
us, among the sighted among the blind. 
The real hope, seems me, lies 
concerted attack, now and for the future, 
toward acceptance the individual the 
basis his personality, not the color his 
skin nor his handicaps. There are many 


help, and there will more soon 
they know how. the caseworker seems 
there are many “blind” among the 
sighted there are among the 
“blind”. Both groups share responsibility 
for removing the labels really accepting 
people people, with all that this implies. 


Attitudes Toward the Blind 


PREPARED this paper, radio was 
playing softly the room. was tuned 
station that plays only instrumental 
music, broken occasionally announce- 
ments, and those largely the public serv- 
ice variety. interruption occurred 
permit transcribed message from 
famous clergyman. The announcer’s intro- 
duction the clergyman was spoken, quite 
naturally, tones reverence but also 
with tones kindly sympathy set the 
stage for his appeal for funds for com- 
bined charities campaign New York 
City. spoke the crippled, the home- 
less, the mentally ill and the delinquent; 
the motherless and the starving; the feeble, 
the aged, the helpless and the blind. 
told the radio audience that “these unfor- 
tunate souls need and deserve your charity”. 
poignant example one the questions 
with which are faced today—what are 
the concepts blindness and what 
done about them? should noted also 
that the blind with whom are con- 
cerned were included “integrated” 
appeal the public. 

have this opportunity comment upon 


Robert Barnett executive director the 
American Foundation for the Blind, Inc., New 
York, 
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the two papers have heard this after- 
noon. also something challenge. 
most professional discussions that have 
audited the past, the discussant usually 
has been speaker whose own qualifications 
study and training stood least 
superficial chance paralleling those 
the speakers followed. Not today. 
You have heard clinical psychologist and 
experienced social worker. After few 
more minutes will become obvious 
all that neither these. qualifica- 
tions for the role discussant, therefore, 
must arise chiefly from two matters fact 
rather than from courses training—I 
the director agency for the blind, 
and personally blind man half 
whose life thus far was spent with vision. 

discussant, according the rules 
this conference, may analyze the papers 
has heard favorably otherwise, may com- 
ment freely about them, may even con- 
tribute additional data the theme the 
sectional discussion. far con- 
cerned, the papers were excellent. own 
small understanding both psychology 
and social case work least sufficient 
allow agree intellectually with 
the opinions expressed both speakers. 
only criticism one general nature, 
and way criticism only these two 
papers. They are but indicative all pro- 
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fessional discourse that, while undeniably 
commendable for pioneering theory, leave 
man like still searching for answers 
practical problems. 

The radio broadcast’s interruption 
train thought occurred just the proper 
moment. has impelled take advan- 
phase the discussion which was treated 
only briefly both papers. refer, 
course, their mutual condemnation 
pity from the sighted public hindrance 
normal social state for the blind, and 
their opinion that agency advertising both 
exploits and encourages the growth the 
very sentiment which the agency program 
bring down from scientific 
heights practical considera- 
tion whether there really reason 
condemn the specialized agencies. While 
analyze emotional concepts the part 
the public, let avoid emotional at- 
titudes our own. 

few days ago was being interviewed 
the well-known radio husband-and-wife 
team, Tex and Jinx. Their theme for the 
interview—How can blind person know 
spring? The Inquiring Photographer 
the New York Daily News recently asked 
answer question wished colum- 
nize—Would blind person happier 
could see? Bill Leonard, popular radio 
columnist for CBS New York City, saw 
fit use few seconds the precious 
time allotted another experiences 
radio advise the audience that 
two small children and wife are not 
blind. 

cite these little personal experiences 
only substantiate further the opinions 
expressed two associates this pro- 
gram. The person who loses his sight en- 
counters such attitudes daily, some amusing, 
some highly irritating. lawyer—an in- 
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telligent and educated man—was alarmed 
the choice the house which recently 
purchased. had rather steep stone 
stairway leading the front entrance, 
elevated some eight ten feet above the 
level the drive. saw constant 
threat limbs not life. These 
incidents, opinion, reveal more 
ignorance about blindness with accompany- 
ing curiosity, than they any emotional 
reaction. the other hand, the daily ex- 
periences the blind person also include 
many quite healthy and intelligent ques- 
tions from acquaintances, and numerous 
offers assistance that are needed the 
time. The frequency with which unintel- 
ligent overly maudlin approaches are 
the frequency and number encounters 
which only curiosity sincere kindli- 
ness are found. 

agency for the blind cannot find much 
evidence pity the actions and words 
real live sighted people the flesh. 
must admit, however, that this testimony— 
opinion you prefer—is not borne out 
closer scrutiny the kind public 
attitude which our speakers have chosen 
emotion pity moves the rank and 
file citizens become contributors 
money soliciting agency. 

rob the nation’s givers their un- 
deniably great kindness and unselfish gen- 
say that most them are 
motivated only the emotion pity 
would criminal lack gratitude for 
their help. But the purely scientific 
sense, today’s discussion would have it, 
quite apparent that heavy share the 
funds contributed agencies for the blind 
comes the result the agency’s rather 
shrewd understanding the response that 
blindness can evoke pictured with the 


The New Outlook 


pro 


“al 

goc 

not 

col 

| | 


properly sentimental coloring. Phrases such 
“help the blind help themselves” and 
“all they need even break”, may have 
good intentions sort, but certainly are 
not permitted far enough dis- 
courage the potential giver from his pre- 
conceived belief that the blind are objects 
pity. The combined charities’ 
message lumped the blind with every 
conceivable kind suffering mankind can 
know, every one which excites feelings 
pity when observed the fortunate man 
who fears these things while pitying them. 

One the speakers also charged the 
press with the distortion publicity re- 
leases about the achievements blind 
person with “sob stuff”. defense the 
press, should remembered that Amer- 
ican newspapers print only what they feel 
the people want read, and print 
style that will stimulate their interest 
reading about it. News has been defined 
anything that departure from the norm. 
There have been many crimes laid the 
door the newspaper world, similar the 
charges that sensational movies encourage 
delinquency, immorality and the like. 
doubt there partial truth the state- 
ments that the press does help mold 
public opinion, but old-line journalists and 
modern students the press alike will 
argue their fundamental conviction that 
newspapers reflect public opinion rather 
than create it. The day that blind per- 
son’s misery longer evokes compassion 
from society large, the day that 
blind person’s success life longer 
considered departure from the norm— 
that day the newspapers will longer 
picture him language pity, incredulity 
courageous achievement. fact, that 
day the newspaper will longer men- 
tion him all. 

the newspaper writer, then, caters 
what believes the public mind, 
does the writer fund-raising literature, 
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directed his employer agency, grind out 
the kind material that believes will 
strike response. not think that the 
agency for the blind—or agencies like the 
New York charities mentioned before, for 
causing public opinion 
any more than newspapers are. 

would interesting, indeed, see 
the results concerted effort the part 
both kinds writers some power could 
get them try new approach. Without 
doubt the total effect upon the public 
mind would considerable every refer- 
ence blindness from here out could 
one normalcy. 

probably true that every writer 
and speaker concentrated “the blind 
are not helpless” campaign that within 
few short months the dollars would cease 
flow. This emotion that motivates people 
give—be undesirable pity desirable 
kindness—would cease find stimulant 
the concept blindness thus brought 
about. 

Somewhere can hear faint voice saying 
that would good thing for the 
dollars cease, for lot agencies that 
now seem serving only the cause 
continued segregation for the blind would 
die for lack financial support. But there 
are those among who completely with- 
out personal selfishness are not ready 
admit that the agencies can closed down 
without harm many blind persons. 
know several private agencies that 
operate sheltered workshops that actually 
make profit over and above the cost 
wages paid and other costs. think all 
would agree that would better for 
the blind demoralizing subsidies such 
shops were discontinued. But the 
managers these shops continue con- 
ceal distribute their profits, perpetuating 
the idea that the blind must subsidized 
make living them, and keep ex- 
panding their appeals for money from the 
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public the strength the great humani- 
tarian work they are doing. While 
own mind times disposed 
accuse the managers such agencies with 
fraudulent treatment both public money 
and the blind man’s soul, cannot help 
but wonder they themselves are not just 
concerned those who would 
criticize them. 

opinion the conscientious and 
intelligent worker for the blind these days 
very disturbed person. despises the 
king-size tin cup which and his agency 
holding out, but must live with 
the knowledge that there does not yet seem 
way out the dilemma. Those 
employed agencies for the blind, pri- 
vate and public, are keenly aware that our 
existence furthering the concept 
segregation and isolation. are keenly 
aware that much the funds that legis- 
lature contributor gives going 
into costly administration specialized 
service. But are just keenly aware 
that before the era these specialized 
workers the blind person who really did 
need assistance guidance and even school- 
ing went along totally without it. Our 
memories are long enough, and specialized 
efforts for the blind historically are short 
enough, make resist almost without 
the slightest compromise any movement 
“integrate” with general service pro- 
erams where the blind case still would 
present the whole the toughest job 
facing the general worker and con- 
sequence the last case receive attention. 

not mean this disagree with 
associates concerning the desirability 
integrating the blind into the general 
case loads agencies community-wide 
social nature, such family service. also 
advocate schooling for blind 
children regular day schools. 
violently opposed physical segregation 
the blind colonies residences. 
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Intellectually speaking, agree with 
those who say that our goal the 
tion the blind into the community 
every way. But, and very, very large 
but, not yet the time when specialized 
agencies can withdraw from the fight and 
let their troops shift for themselves. One 
cannot stop bailing out his boat until 
has successfully plugged the hole that ad- 
mits the water. cannot remove from 
the blind the burden agency advertising 
until each blind person 
his own selling job—or until public at- 
titudes acceptance make selling longer 
necessary. 

There one type specialized agency 
that had its birth shortly after the turn 
the century which with all due respect 
its inventors would hope can lived 
down. refer the type agency, estab- 
lished private basis, spearheaded 
usually one inspired individual, and 
which was actually advertised haven 
where “the blind” would provided all 
their needs. agree with others who have 
written that that kind agency does create 
and perpetuate the notion that the blind 
must segregated, isolated and kept de- 
pendent. can only hope that the more 
modern type specialized agency, now tax 
supported well private, can avoid this 
extreme type undesirable public edu- 
cation. 

frankly admit that have expressed 
compromise philosophy which 
appeal either the integrationist the 
fore, add only attempt solution 
beyond this compromise. must con- 
tinue raise money and utilize what 
best are still emotional publicity outlets, 
then let try change the direction 
the emotional current. apparent 
all that for every expression pity 
hear from the blind hear equal 
number wondering nature. Let use 
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this other public attitude—the one which 
yearns praise and acclaim those who 
surmount their handicaps. What real harm 
there permitting people believe 
that blindness problem one who 
experiences it? Blindness is, and always will 
be, condition different from physical per- 
fection, and lovers good physique, 
always will have some emotional re- 
action physical losses. But are just 
quick applaud the man woman 
who conquers spite defect; are 
ready give him her our genuine 
admiration. 

work for the blind, probably other 
one person has raised much money 
Helen Keller. Thousands dollars still are 
contributed each year her name and 
her numerous causes. personally have 
read hundreds messages from average 
men and women—and not one them 
extends Miss Keller any sentiment 
pity. The psychologists might still claim 
that down deep there motivation 
pity, but—and this the important 
thing—the voiced emotion only admira- 
tion and inspiration. That’s what want, 
must evoke some sentiment—and that 
what think all the blind should have— 
public mind full admiration for the 
blind, not pity for them. 

have another definite solution sug- 
gest—let’s remove through some fashion 
every blind beggar from the streets our 
cities. Many often say privately that 
the frequency with which the public en- 
counters mendicancy the streets does 
more tear down all the good than any 
other one element this complex prob- 
lem. commend the several American cities 
that have had the courage outlaw the 
soliciting alms, and would hope that 
eventually all cities will so. 

the more positive side, your attention 
should called the strict public rela- 
tions program which has been followed for 
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years the Blinded Veterans Association, 
the organization formed the men who 
lost their sight largely during World 
War II. agency, the Blinded Veterans 
need funds much any other agency, 
but its members steadfastly have refused 
utilize any semblance the type fund 
raising appeals which have discussed 
here. should noted for the sake 
this study that after six years this kind 
attitude the Blinded Veterans Associa- 
tion still operating with inadequate 
treasury and largely volunteer service 
the part its staff. Nevertheless, the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind and all 
applaud these men and will continue 
giving them every aid while the same 
time observing their success willing 
guinea pigs. 

These veterans are teaching another 
lesson. hoped-for goal admiration for 
the blind will achieved hundreds and 
thousands individual blind persons, like 
the veterans, who educate their own en- 
vironment admirable performance. 
they succeed fail, will the whole 
theory our social work goal succeed 
fail. the meantime, fail see that our 
specialized advertising, revised give 
more dignity, any more source 
unfavorable public attitudes than the type 
advertising given the blind under 
combined program appeal. much 
dislike concept that would segregate me, 
think that would prefer that concept 
rather than one which links with the 
crippled, the homeless, the mentally ill and 
the delinquent; the motherless 
starving; the feeble, the aged and the help- 
less. 

The seventh annual convention the 
Canadian Council the Blind will held 
the Centre, 172 Almon Street, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, from August 13-16, 
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Community Services and the Blind 


ACCEPTANCE services the handi- 
capped has gone beyond the point dis- 
cussion high aims and purposes. 
the social welfare field are challenged 
this public acceptance the aims re- 
habilitation. are challenged the 
handicapped citizens our community. 
accept this challenge beyond the point 
satisfaction with bromides, 
zations, must face the fact that rehabili- 
whose answers are not easy, nor they fit 
into all our traditional patterns. 

The concern with this problem great 
the word rehabilitation itself has become 
hackneyed—almost beyond the point 
having practical specific meaning. That 
one question before us. What actually 
mean the term? recently read report 
rehabilitation which both the hos- 
pital beds and their occupants were al- 
legedly bad shape. was hard tell, 
read the report, whether the rusty beds 
the human occupants were receiving 
principal attention. least, the term “re- 
habilitation” was indiscriminately applied 
both. 

this discussion, let say first that 
are talking about people—people who are 
handicapped result their disabil- 
ity that their independence has either been 
taken from them least threatened. 
plain words, are talking about the 
realization such people the greatest 
competitive capacity, independence, useful- 
ness, and personal satisfaction which they 
may become capable. 

intend talk about the services such 
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people and the soundness the program 
upon which such services may based. 

the first place, one hears much nowa- 
days about the dividends derived 
from rehabilitation our handicapped 
citizens. Some these dividends are alleged 
economic, some social, and some, 
man power conservation and man power 
utilization, military. would like ex- 
press myself that once and for all. While 
these things were true, while there are other 
dividends, these dividends are incidental. 
They are only by-products the rehabili- 
tation process. our democratic society 
the reasons—the soundness any program 
for the handicapped lies the intrinsic 
importance and dignity people because 
they are people. need other reason 
and feel that who are concerned with 
the handicapped should start 
point. 

Public acceptance services the 
handicapped one the reasons that 
has made the recent growth rehabilita- 
tion possible. think should make 
clear first, that this public acceptance not 
restricted just certain kinds handi- 
capped. there public acceptance, 
does not differentiate, for instance, between 
the less severely handicapped whose needs 
may fit into the easy and familiar pattern 
services and the more severely handicap- 
ped whose needs are challenge all avail- 
able skills and capabilities. Nor it, 
believe, public acceptance palliative, 
supportive, symptomatic services. see 
these people will returned the highest 
degree physical function, economic 
dependence and social usefulness which 
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they can become capable. other words, 
whether their handicaps primarily physi- 
cal, vocational, psychological origin 
result, are attempting their return 
status independence and self-determi- 
nation. this means full citizenship; 
happy and secure their family and com- 
munity relations. means people who feel 
they belong society. means people who 
have chance for economic independence 
and vocational satisfaction. Now this 
high order. 

wish were possible for say 
“amen” this point because sure 
would all have agreement. However, this 
the common point from which may be- 
gin. going further, feel some re- 
spects like the lowly turtle, who can’t make 
progress until sticks his neck out and 
that what proposing do. 

Let’s now look the soundness 
foundation services the handicapped. 
refer first the broad nature com- 
munity understanding and citizen partici- 
pation necessary the effectiveness any 
health and welfare program. There noth- 
ing unique new this necessity far 
rehabilitation concerned, unless the 
dismal nature the failure efforts which 
are not carefully integrated into the local 
community and that, course, begs the 
question that propose discuss. 

matter under what administrative 
auspices programs for the handicapped are 
undertaken, the disabled citizen handi- 
capped his disability that cannot 
“pull his own weight” immediately be- 
comes problem the community 
which has roots and will presumably 
seek readjustment. Therefore, regardless 
the auspices financial support any pro- 
gram, the widest type community under- 
standing, interest, and participation are 
essential. Rehabilitation not something 
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done for community. done and 
within community. Further, the limita- 
tions handicapped persons, the nature 
the problems they face individuals are 
varied and broad. The same thing could 
said regarding the uniqueness their abili- 
ties. Because the range skills and services 
needed may even excel the range those 
available, rehabilitation must seen 
joint function and responsibility all com- 
munity resources. may never dis- 
pensed single utility bureau, like 
gas, water, electricity. Regardless 
funds specialized services available, the 
success the program ultimately de- 
pendent the breadth vision, the ac- 
ceptance and the participation the whole 
community. Rehabilitation expression 
community understanding. the last 
analysis fellow citizens—employers, neigh- 
bors, workers health, welfare and edu- 
cational agencies, civic leaders, lay citizens 
—these people are the community. They 
set their own standards and receive what- 
ever quality rehabilitation their under- 
standing and their standards will allow. 
Rehabilitation, like public health, pur- 
chasable. Within reasonable limits, the 
community may expect restore that de- 
gree independence its handicapped 
which its understanding will permit and 
insist upon. Let repeat, basically 
the community’s understanding, enthusi- 
asm and sense responsibility which de- 
termine the failure success rehabili- 
tation. 

Before talking about any specific services 
rehabilitation, would like spell out 
some not very new startling points that 
must assume talking about people 
services them. Perhaps these observa- 
tions are gratuitous. However, would like 
have them our minds starting 
point any discussion rehabilitation 
services. First all, rehabilitation 
individualized process. All efforts are 
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adapted meet the peculiar needs the 
individual concerned. Rehabilitation 
concerned much with person with 
whatever the aggregate the problems 
presents. are not treating diagnosis, 
even complicated diagnoses; are work- 
ing with people. Second, rehabilitation 
permissive relationship which the 
handicapped person shares fully making 
all decisions and understanding their 
necessity and validity. Third, the term re- 
habilitation refers goal which the 
object its services. The term does not 
delineate define services. other words, 
the nature services rehabilitation 
determined the nature individual 
needs and capacities actual person. 
Fourth, present day concepts rehabilita- 
tion are based upon three equally impor- 
tant considerations. 


The restoration the highest level 
physical function that medical skills can 
provide 

socialized being full equality, who 
feels that “belongs”, whose opinions 
may merit respect, who feels that can 
the community, and whose satisfac- 
tions life are not mostly vicarious 

economically independent person 
engaged purposeful and constructive 
activity his highest level employa- 
bility 

Fifth, rehabilitation makes available 
the handicapped person services and de- 
vices through which can overcome his 
handicap. other words, presumes 
maximum use the client’s own resources 
well the community resources. Re- 
habilitation never extended the sense 
administering services passive re- 
cipient. 

The soundness any rehabilitation pro- 
gram must judged with the handicapped 
person himself the base line, whatever 
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other factors may introduced. can- 
not describe rehabilitation program alone 
terms facilities, funds, particularly, 
the availability professional specialists, 
These have significance only terms 
handicapped person’s ability use them, 
and the good and value accruing the 
handicapped individual. Perhaps trite 
observe that disabilities different 
things different people; that different 
people are handicapped various ways 
and different degrees the same disa- 
bility. Note, for instance, the violinist and 
the truck driver who suffer similar 
tions finger. 

Sometimes become engrossed de- 
tails that forget this obvious point. 
habilitation must operate recognition 
the fact that the problem the impaired 
person not the severity the disability 
obstacles which his disability has posed be- 
fore him person. Whether like this 
not immaterial; the necessity de- 
fine rehabilitation services terms ob- 
jectives and judge the soundness its 
services the degree which services can 
meet these objectives. There other 
yardstick measure these other than the 
handicapped person himself. 


many specialized skills 


Medical skills, psychological skills, social 
work skills, and skills relating education 


employment are not adequate 


ingful the handicapped except they 


are integrated terms the unique, total 
personal handicap which the impaired 


zen actually must surmount. All these skills 


are limited the degree which they can 
become effective supplementations each 


other: they are accepted and made use 


actual person. 
are expecting dependent people 


become independently functioning peo 
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ple result rehabilitation services, 
must not regard rehabilitation being ex- 
dusively any one kind service. Rehabili- 
tation not medical service; not 
social service; nor vocational service. 
must not plan any such basis the 
local community hope avoid the 
errors the past. These segmented ap- 
proaches, these segmented philosophies 
must re-examined basically and found 
wanting, they must spirit well 
form. opinion this one the big 
stumbling blocks dealing effectively with 
the problems the handicapped. 

This sounds quite obvious, but don’t 
remember strongly enough when plan 
services. rehabilitation becomes more 
popular, becomes increasingly con- 
fused, for instance, with physical recon- 
struction sheltered employment, success 
more often measured standard pat- 
terns traditional organization tradi- 
tional professional prerogatives. Let re- 
peat, our need know what actually 
happening the handicapped person. The 
specialist must his impulse 
see human beings relation the spe- 
cialty which practices. The point 
view rehabilitation must the other 
way around, must see the particular spe- 
cialty relation the person whom 
extended. Routinization services, em- 
phasis the form organization tend 
alarming extent obscure the idea 
really functional rehabilitation. This can 
measured only the ability im- 
paired person function independently 
and take his place self-reliant member 
competitive society. Such specific and 
even dramatic results physical condition- 
ing, dental repair, social financial as- 
sistance dependent family are often 
fractional, incomplete and next mean- 
ingless our point view shifts from the 
service offered the person who may bene- 
fit from it. 
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Part this problem stems from our 
abhorrence the idea that human func- 
tions and needs are not neatly separable 
and cannot segmented the traditional 
forces college curricula, professional 
niceties, our more comfortable assump- 
tions health and welfare planning would 
insist. 

The current need see for 
understanding rehabilitation total 
philosophy rather than aggregation 
specialties. Unless keep this point con- 
stantly before lose sight people 
and deal only with problems and specialties. 

One must bear mind actually that 
when one refers the rehabilita- 
tion,” the “field the crippled child,” 
that the blind, aged, the severely 
handicapped, one hardly, fact, refers 
any delineated field all. From the point 
view the person actually need 
these services there little resemble 
field. The community’s “field rehabili- 
tation,” which sees more likely 
vertical cross-section the segments 
many fields piled atop one another like 
cross-section ant hill. The actual op- 
erating field rehabilitation composed 
the specialized fields medicine, sur- 
gery, convalescent care, public assistance, 
family and medical social work, vocational 
guidance, job training and employment. 
The field rehabilitation actually en- 
countered the handicapped citizens may 
also present him side views personal ad- 
justment, sheltered employment, 
atric help and workman’s compensation. 
This means all, you well know. 
Through this our friend must 
meaningful way. must define his goals 
and find motivation and the means for 
achieving them. The more rehabilitation 
develops, the more capable the specialties 
become, the more numerous they become. 
While such increase specialization de- 
sirable and while increase the capabili- 


173 


Re- 

ion 

the 

this 

de- 

ob- 

can 

other 

the 

the 


ties all specialties these 
things can only benefit our perplexed handi- 
capped friend the extent which 
able realize from this array logical, 
purposeful, related, and continuing devel- 
opment his own capabilities. 

are avoid the too common situ- 
ations where each specialty has its own de- 
sire serve; has its own conception the 
client’s total need, its own capacities meet 
that need, and its own idea priority 
its function relation all others, then 
have major problem. 

This problem see one the 
professions themselves, the schools, and 
particularly planning between lay and 
professional people the local level. Now, 
obviously the answer these problems 
will not come overnight. But think the 
first goal which may reasonably expect 
there problem and that the movement 
toward the development rehabilitation 
must await our contribution. field 
specialization, medical, social, psychologi- 
cal, vocational can give the answer alone. 
The mutuality and the gradualism are ob- 
vious. 

would like suggest few specific 
things that may aid moving the direc- 
tion that believe right this time. 

are move the direction which 
believe necessary, will first all 
view rehabilitation its broad 
sary sense the “restoration the handi- 
capped the fullest physical, mental, so- 
cial, vocational and economic usefulness 
which they are capable.” 

Because the breadth this goal, 
apparent, believe, that movement this 
direction must have the widest possible 
base support. suggest, therefore, the 
formation local regional committees 
interested persons and agencies study 
local facts the present situation. This 
not first governmental job; job 
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the interested citizens democracy. Who 
are the disabled our community, who 


they cannot pull their own weight are im. 


mediately problem themselves and 


ently interested directly indirectly 
the problem? Who are the persons and 
groups whose interest, energies and abilities 
might enlisted? Out such responsible 
groups can broader balanced view de- 
veloped, and can 
made? Can increase the breadth un- 
derstanding among the non-disabled and 
any way alter the climate public opinion 


the community? What services are now 
available them? What groups are 


which basic the reassimilation any 
group within any society? 
Specifically such committee would: 


Estimate the needs the 
handicapped toward improving 
early identification who these people 
actually are 


Evaluate existing services from the point 
view of: 


Coverage presently known needs 
The assurance balanced planning 
both from the point view the 
encompassing needs the individ- 
ual and the needs the community 
The continuity his services 
client progresses the rehabilita- 
tion process, and the appropriate- 
ness each service the 
changing ability use such service 


Exploration for and suggestions the 
larger planning body all matters re- 
lating the handicapped 


The development broader basis 
common understanding and unity 
purpose among all agencies 
ested individuals (including labor and 
industry) through the provision 
community forum and clearing house 
rehabilitation and related matter 
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believe that these local efforts towards 
community organization grow under- 
standing and experience, specific practical 
and obtainable goals the local operating 
situation can defined. opinion 
that this action the local level the 
voluntary well the official agencies, 
essential and prerequisite governmental 
action and more funds are spent with 
any expectation more results than 
this time. feel this starting point 
through which the several types services 
that the handicapped must have—medical, 
psychological, social, and vocational can 
obtained higher level. the start- 
ing point discovering likeness and 
differences service—as well gaps and 
duplications. The relationship, the inter- 
dependence and mutuality—among 
specialties can made more effectively 
available the handicapped citizen 
individual. And that our real problem. 

Even where the understanding and the 
intention the specialties work to- 
gether high level, rehabilitation 
field and philosophy its own right. 

That raises the problem what choose 
call gun-barrel vision among the special- 
ists. This type vision twenty over 
twenty without correction the area 
which the sights are focused, but has poor 
peripheral function. fact, has bad 
case myopia every area the pano- 
rama need which handicapped person 
presents, except that tiny area which 
the gun-barrel focused. think this 
aptly described occupational disease 
specialists. Among its symptoms are 
chronic tendency observe any human 
needs which can contribute immedi- 
ately proprietary and exclusive property 
its own. some its victims, the 
kind vision that social workers 
endlessly involved the emotionality 
patients. other persons whom af- 
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flicts, results vocational guid- 
ance largely matter test interpreta- 
tion and job placement—a hit and run con- 
tact. others, may “see” the develop- 
ment trade training vocational skills 
ends themselves rather than means 
toward the function person com- 
petitive situation. other cases, results 
“seeing” the attainment physical re- 
construction and the development the 
minimum physical abilities for independ- 
ent self-care being synonymous with re- 
habilitation. 

feeling that all us—the schools, 
the professions, and those concerned with 
any practice rehabilitation have failed 
when this situation persists. Obviously, 
name calling, even highly technical 
jargon does not answer this weakness. The 
“team approach,” the staff conference, and 
the participation all agencies some 
degree community planning are anti- 
dotes this. Another the hope that 
within our universities some peep-holes 
can allowed through the sacred walls 
departmentalization. 

Again all have responsibility for 
progress these directions. mind 
one the quickest ways obtaining 
seek the broadest type participation 
non-professional leadership well 
professional groups our total com- 
munity program rehabilitation. means 
that must learn from the lay person. 
means that must give the people the 
facts. must ask their opinions. 
must recruit their leadership. means 
does other programs for people 
democracy that must turn democracy 
loose social work because social work 
very special facet democracy. means 
that from top bottom must avoid 
the “professionalism” that smacks the 
esoteric and vested interest. 

would like add parenthetically that 
there nothing effective breaking 
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down these sacred compartments within 
the universities would just this type 
situation more commonly operative 
the community. 

Lastly, would like urge, beg and 
plead the need for 
guarded level counseling and guidance 
our rehabilitation service. 

Effective rehabilitation for the handi- 
capped person requires individualized and 
coordinated professional services. Obtain- 
ing such services implies the function and 
availability all times person acting 
rehabilitation counselor who aids the 
handicapped person defining his goals, 
encouraging him achieve them, and 
guides him making use the many 
skilled services available. The professional 
person who accepts this responsibility for 
counseling the handicapped the essential 
link between the individual and the various 
agencies and services with which should 
come contact. 

are avoid losing our focus 
person; are avoid having too much 
harness and too little horse; must recog- 
nize that because the nature the coun- 
seling relationship, its meaning the client 
and its dynamic effect upon the rehabilita- 
tion process, the rehabilitation client must 
have available him such person. The 
agency agencies should represented 
all relationships with the 
son single humanizing personality. 
The rehabilitation each person must 
worked out individual basis which 
cognizant his distinct individuality. 
Administrative machinery cannot anticipate 
what the channels service will be; admin- 
istrative machinery alone cannot guard 
heighten the quality the counseling 
function which essential most rehabili- 
tation. must assure the availability 
the counselor. 

Whoever this counselor under 
what administrative auspices functions, 


176 


must fundamentally capable 
recognizing the total and encompassing 
handicap which disability has imposed 
this particular individual and able 
make discriminating use community 
resources the amelioration the 
handicap. 

appears that two steps should 
taken. One the re-examination our 
basis education, specifically training for 
social work, provide for adequacy 
rehabilitation counselor may have 
already found other types specialized 
training necessary. opinion, rehabili- 
tation counseling specialized applica- 
tion social casework, but not such 
give caseworkers the basic skill the voca- 
tional counselor. Substantially the same 
thing could said with reference the 
present university training program for 
the vocational counselor. 

However, the problem training and 
education for rehabilitation not, first 
all exclusively problem the schools. 
first all joint problem between 
the schools and practicing field. The schools 
can only carry and refine; can only 
build upon the foundation solidly 
defined, and well thought out, and reason- 
ably practiced service. 

Ohio State’s graduate curriculum 
the training rehabilitation counselors be- 
came known, began get some odd 
requests. quote from three them. From 
community society for the handicapped— 
“where can find psychometrist who 
can interpret test results terms what 
people who know social agencies and have 
work with them, can do? your social 
workers know their way industry? 
really seek psychologist who can deal 
effectively with welfare services and know 
how use community resources.” 

From agency serving the 
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you aid finding someone who knows 
something about job families and the trans- 
fers job skills and who can deal with 
industrial personnel men and employment 
offices, but still operate within generic case- 
work 

From sheltered workshop—“We are 
seeking director vocational education 
who aware the effects family strife, 
poverty, and the disability adults. Our 
work explorations among disabled people 
seem fail for either this point, the 
client understood, too commonly, the 
person understanding unable judge 
industrially the impact disability upon 
work performance.” 

sure that you will recognize these 
plaintive calls for help defining some- 
thing approximating the skills the re- 
habilitation counselor and mirroring the 
problem hand this meeting. 

These requests from agencies dealing 
with the blind for “someone who could tie 
their social casework program the voca- 
tional adjustment blind clients” 
request for assistance more than in- 
dustrial placement “social casework.” 
implies the operational integration social 
and vocational services. They underscore 
what think obvious need for re- 
defining functions and skills among some 
the personnel operating agency staffs 
assure continuity the progressing in- 
dividual client. They raise, mind 
least, the need re-examine our school 
curricula, and our assumptions regarding 
division responsibility the operating 
field. 

The lack coordination between social 
service and employment resources the 
operational level the critical need for 
services the handicapped. But must 
preserve the high degree individualiza- 
tion. operating field rehabilitation 
must make the use this type per- 
sonnel cardinal objective our programs 
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they are not incomplete and dis- 
illusioning clients. 

open the doors lay leadership 
overall planning, examine our 
school curricula, think our present 
professional specialties terms their 
ability meet the human needs the 
field rehabilitation, rather than insist 
that the needs handicapped people 
accepted only they fall within traditional 
professional prerogatives, feel will 
have taken few sound steps toward mak- 
ing community services for the handi- 
capped better able restore them the 
highest degree physical, mental, social, 
vocational, and economic usefulness 
which they are capable. 


vania State Council for the Blind. Those 
connected with the Foundation sympathize 
deeply with his relatives and many friends. 


Executives and 
Board Members! 


can help you 


Streamline your program 
Expand your services 
Improve your financial status 
Develop volunteer service 


Provide staff training 


Fees and other information request 


McKAY ASSOCIATES 


CONSULTANTS SERVICE THE 
BLIND 


112 East 19th St., New York 
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Preschool Work 


group dynamics approach was used four-day work session dealing with 
problems the area the preschool blind child 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, 
from April April 16, sponsored four- 
day Work Session designed study prob- 
lems the area the preschool blind child. 
attempt was made this meeting 
which pooled opinion might serve the 
basis for written material which could 
shared with others. The limited number 
participants from various parts the coun- 
try were asked express writing their 
opinions they related the assignment 
sheets which had been previously sent 
them. The Foundation desired secure 
answers some important questions which 
were offered result concrete experi- 
ences those people who had been actually 
serving preschool blind children. This was 
intended effort secure information 
through more less “grass ap- 
proach. The participants were divided into 
four work groups the basis profes- 
sional training and previous experience 
with preschool blind children. 

was obvious the Foundation 
that group dynamics approach were 
attempted, would well limit the 
membership and set criteria for the 
selection the participants. The basis for 
the criteria was set forth the Foundation 
statement: 


Participants who have had actual ex- 
perience workers teachers with pre- 
school blind children 

Participants who have made outstand- 
ing contributions through research 
through professional writing and who 
are still engaged this area work 
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Participants who are highly trained per- 
sonnel—teachers, social workers, oph- 
thalmologists, pediatricians, 
limited experience with blind children, 
but who are present engaged di- 
rect service preschool blind children 


Participants Work Group No. 


Thirty-five persons were able accept 
the invitation participate this plan 
work. They represented all the disci- 
plines serving preschool blind children. 
They came from schools for the blind, spe- 
cial classes the public schools, nursery 
schools for blind children, public and pri- 
vate agencies for the blind, public and 
private hospitals offering services blind 
children, and specialists various pro- 
fessional areas. There were two full-time 
ophthalmologists present during the entire 
work session. There were also representa- 
tives this group from psychiatry, psy- 
chology, social work and education. Pedi- 
atrics was not represented the conference 
but there arrangement secure this 
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service the final report. There were rep- 
resentatives from both the Children’s Bu- 
reau and the Office Education 
terest this type approach problem 
note that every case except two, all 
participants the work session had had 
direct experience working with pre- 
school blind children. 

The brief statement which was given 
the participants regarding the purpose 
such work session was follows: 


develop standards for the training 
personnel this area 

explore the possibilities design- 
ing new materials and literature this 
area 

evaluate existing research this 
area and suggest future projects 

analyze the various types pro- 
grams which have already been set 
this area and evaluate them 
terms meeting most adequately the 
needs not only the child but also his 
parents 


The participants reported the offices 
the Foundation the morning April 
with much material hand which had 
been mailed them during the weeks pre- 
vious the meeting. This material con- 
sisted assignment sheets for the four 
work groups, lists the participants 
each the groups and special instructions 
relative the duties the 
sonnel. There had clear under- 
standing the duties, for example, the 
chairmen, co-chairmen, 
ticipants, and official observers. There was 
also some discussion the proper use 
the secretarial staff for each group. The 
members this meeting were given ex- 
planation the group dynamics process 
and how works. This was important 
they were part this type pro- 
cedure. 


June, 1951 


After very short opening general ses- 
sion which the executive director wel- 


comed the group, assistant director pre- 
sented the Foundation staff and the coordi- 
nator explained further the procedures and 
the goals this type venture, the par- 
ticipants were divided into their respective 
work groups. was evident immediately 
that this was not meeting long 
speeches and relaxation. was indeed 
work session. The emphasis was the 
four work groups: 


Evaluation existing research affect- 
ing preschool blind children and sug- 
gested future projects developed 

Professional service parents blind 
children 

Evaluation and clarification the func- 
tions and purposes the various types 
programs established meet the 
needs preschool blind children 

Suggested standards for professional 
workers dealing directly with preschool 
blind children 


was apparent early the Work Session 
that the assignment sheets were de- 
veloped written form and submitted 
the four groups the closing date, 
would impossible complete the task 
four days. Much the surprise and 
gratification the Foundation staff, the 
work groups ran day and night shifts. The 
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Foundation was open all day Saturday and 
Sunday. According the reaction many 
the participants, never had they seen 
such work such joy working together 
when the emphasis was the search for 
ideas which would lead the improvement 
service preschool blind children and 
their parents. was quite possible forget 
the identity one person expressing 
theory the impact the experience 
combining all individuals one single 
effort—to greater service the young 
blind child. 

There was mingled emotion and pride 
the final day the Work Session when 
the presentation the findings held the 
attention the entire group. This was 
means sharing information with the 
members all the four groups, and 
showed clearly that the groups had worked 
cooperatively and courageously stating 
definite philosophy and setting high 
standards for future efforts behalf the 
preschool blind child. 

When the session adjourned, the partici- 
pants felt reluctant leave the friends 
with whom they had worked closely. 
was evident that point that not only had 
there been good pooling opinions, but 
that there was also strong blending 
spirits very successful project. one 
person committee was responsible; was 
the cooperation the entire group which 
made the program move. 

Since the group dynamics approach 
relatively new means attacking 
problems there was desire study the 
procedure carefully through the use offi- 
cial observers. There was one observer as- 
signed each group with the responsibility 
handing objective report the 
close each day, and there was roving 
observer who visited all the groups and 
made combined report. These reports 
should helpful future problems are 
considered through this type plan. 
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Each participant was provided with 
summary statement which was asked 
write his criticisms and evaluations 
this type process. was also urged 
make certain recommendations the light 
his present experience. The different 
suggestions and warm comments praise 
for this valuable experience studying 
problems the development the pre 
school blind child more than justified the 
efforts the Foundation sponsoring 
such movement. 

this article written the Foundation 
staff views with keen sense responsi- 
bility its obligation those persons who 
came the Foundation and gave their 
time and ability generously. They 
cepted the invitation work, submit 
their findings writing, and give this 
material the Foundation with certain 
editorial privileges. Those people have re- 
turned their organizations where work 
which had accumulated during their ab- 
sence awaited their attention. Perhaps 
quotation from the statement which was 
sent with the invitation the participants 
can best express our future obligation and 
appreciation their service which must 
culminate the published results. The 
editing will take time the part the 
editorial committee and the Foundation 
staff. Those who have work which yet 
accomplished can inspired the 
following promise: 

“The findings this Work Session will 
published the Foundation with full 
credit all participants and the organiza- 
tions which they represent. Even though 
the actual number participants small, 
each participant brings this meeting the 
support large organization. The small 
group will have its single purpose 
cooperate behalf improved services 
the preschool blind child wherever may 
be.” 


LEE ABEL 
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